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More than 500 guests attended Beachwood High School’s ninth annual American 
Sign Language Club holiday party for the deaf and hard-of-hearing community 
on Dec. 10. The 500 guests include children and adults (and their families) from 
dozens of schools and organizations throughout Northeast Ohio. This event 
provides an opportunity for BHS students to give back to the community, while 
giving students the opportunity to practice the communication skills they have 
learned in ASL foreign language classes, according to BHS sign language teacher 
Sharon Weisman. More than 70 students planned the event by getting food 
and prizes donated from dozens of local businesses. The event included a reptile 
petting zoo and a performance by Hilltop Elementary School’s sign choir.

Hundreds Attend ASL Club’s Annual Holiday Party

If you have a child entering Kindergarten in the Fall of 2014, please contact Mrs. Vickie Diamond, 
district registrar, at 216-464-2600, ext. 212, between 12:45 and 3:30 pm daily, to request a 
Kindergarten packet and to schedule a registration appointment.

Kindergarten registration will take place at Bryden Elementary School on:

Monday, April 21: 8 am – 3 pm and Tuesday, April 22: 11:30 am – 6:30 pm

Kindergarten 
Registration
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As your School Board, we make 
decisions based upon what we 
believe is in the best interest of 
our children, but we are always 
mindful of our fiduciary duty to 
the taxpayers we represent. Our 
successes would not happen 
without the unparalleled 
support our Schools receive 
from our residents. Our 
community can proudly state 

that Beachwood is one of – if not the only – district in Ohio that 
has never failed a school-related ballot initiative. Your 
investments continually yield high dividends – even as we 
continue to examine ways to be more economically efficient.

Through solid fiscal management, Beachwood has not sought 
an operating levy since 2005, longer than any other district in 
northeast Ohio. In December, Moody’s renewed Beachwood’s 
Aaa bond rating (the highest), making us one of only four school 
districts in Ohio, and one of the smallest in the country, to 
achieve and maintain this rating.

This past year has been exciting for Beachwood Schools. 
Enrollment in our schools is as steady and strong as ever.  
Academic, athletic and extracurricular activity teams enjoyed 
a record year winning numerous local, state, national, and even 
global events. Further, our District achieved its highest 
Performance Index Score ever. Newsweek named Beachwood 
one of the top 200 high schools in the country.

In addition to the completion of our High School renovation, 
Beachwood Schools also announced two huge partnerships 
– with Cleveland State University for our Design and Innovation 
program, and with University Hospitals forming the Beachwood-
UH Medical Academy, a first-of-its-kind collaboration between 
a major health care system and a public school system.

As much as we celebrate our successes, we must always do so 
in the context of looking forward. Accordingly, in addition to 
improving, enhancing, and expanding upon our existing 
programs and resources, the Board has set the following as 
some of the key issues and goals for 2014:

• Explore options relating to our elementary schools. A recent 
facilities study, which included a thorough assessment of the 
structural integrity and needs of Hilltop and Bryden, confirmed 
that status quo is not an option. In the very near term, we 
must discuss if the community wishes to preserve these 
buildings by performing major overhauls similar to the high 
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school, or to explore a consolidation of our three elementary 
schools. Either solution will require a sizable investment, but 
will result in a building(s) in line with the quality of our upper 
schools that truly mirror the excellence of our programs and 
meets the future needs of our students.

• Assess our athletic fields and remaining facility issues at 
the high school. While the fields have continually been 
maintained and deemed safe to play on, a thorough 
examination of the fields is necessary to determine the depth 
of improvements and enhancements necessary to ensure 
they are indicative of the quality of our programs. Further, 
the auditorium and pool will be in need of an overhaul and 
facelift, respectively.

• Build upon the recent partnerships with University Hospitals 
and Cleveland State. In this regard, the district will aim to 
increase partnership opportunities to enhance these 
programs, as well as use them as a model for other 
collaborative programs.

• Create and implement a comprehensive development plan 
to build relationships and strengthen our school support 
organizations to create an even greater sense of community.

• Expand upon the successes of our athletic teams through 
the design and implementation of an athletic plan to evaluate 
the overall program and reach our younger athletes who will 
eventually represent our community at the high school level.

We all know we live in a great community. While we enjoy the 
“Golden Triangle” between the Schools, the City, and the 
Chamber, what truly makes this community great – the one 
constant – is the people who live here. To keep Beachwood 
great, we need to continue to attract and retain young families. 
Your School Board will continue to do what is necessary to 
ensure that Beachwood Schools remain at the top, meeting 
and exceeding all challenges presented. By aiming high and 
achieving what the schools do, we are not only doing what is 
in the best interest of our kids, but upholding to the highest 
level, our fiduciary duty to the community.

As always, we thank you, the community, for your support. 
We look forward to sharing our many successes over the 
coming year with you here in the Buzz.

Sincerely,
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Board Welcomes New Member: Elects Officers

Michael Zawatsky was sworn in for 
his first term on the Beachwood Board 
of Education at the Board’s 
organizational meeting on Jan. 13. 
Mayor Merle S. Gorden administered 
the oath of office. 

Zawatsky is the managing director 
and chief operations officer of The 
Oasis Asset Management Group, a 
wealth management firm at which he 
also acts as a financial advisor. He 

earned a bachelor of science degree in business administration from 
The Ohio State University, graduating Summa Cum Laude with three 
separate major areas of study. He has earned various industry-related 
designations , including chartered retirement planning counselor, 
chartered retirement plans specialist, and certified financial educator. 
Zawatsky is the treasurer of the Beachwood Schools Foundation 
board of trustees and serves on the boards of Career Transition 
Center and M-tech, a safety company. He is also president of the 
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•	 Michael Abrams, BHS ‘66 - NASA geologist and scientist

•	 Donna Bickoff Cohen, BHS ‘66 - Founder of the BHS 
Alumni Association

•	 Judi Magid Feniger, BHS ‘69 - Arts and fundraising 
executive

•	 Mia Buchwald Gelles, BHS ‘84 - Advocate and founder of 
autism resource organization

•	 Jonathan Goldstein, BHS ‘86 - Attorney turned 
Hollywood screenplay writer

•	 Daniel L. Kalk, BHS ‘76 - Distinguished law enforcement 
professional

10 Distinguished Alumni to be Inducted into Beachwood High School Gallery of Success

Lake Erie Chapter of The Society for Financial Awareness, volunteers 
for Junior Achievement, and has coached his children in a variety 
of sports. Michael and his wife Jodi Cohen Zawatsky, a Beachwood 
graduate, have three children: Samantha, Jordyn and Brett.

Also at the Jan. 13th meeting, Dr. Brian Weiss was sworn in for his 
fourth term on the Beachwood Board of Education and Mitchel 
Luxenburg for his second term. The board then elected Luxenburg 
to serve as its president for 2014, and Weiss as its vice president. 
Josh Mintz and Steve Rosen each have two years remaining on their 
first terms as board members.

Ten Beachwood High School graduates have been selected for induction into the 10th class of the 
Beachwood High School Gallery of Success. The induction ceremony - an all-school assembly that 
is open to the public - is Friday, April 11, 2014, 10 am, at BHS.

The successful and inspiring members of the 10th induction class of the Beachwood High School 
Gallery of Success are:

•	 Brian Kwait, BHS ‘79 - Accomplished investment fund 
manager and philanthropist

•	 Jennifer A. Litvak, BHS ‘04 - Humanitarian and human 
rights activist

•	 Maj. Bill M. Terry, Jr., BHS ‘89 - Decorated military veteran

•	 Sharon Curtis Weisman, BHS ‘77 - Dedicated and inspiring 
deaf education teacher

Check next month’s Beachwood Buzz and watch your mailbox for 
more information about the Gallery of Success weekend, which 
includes the Beachwood Schools Foundation gala to honor the 
new inductees on Saturday, April 12. Visit beachwoodschools.org 
for more information.
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